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 Descartes Meditation
In Descartes first meditation, he introduces his method of doubt, methodological skepticism or Cartesian skepticism. This method entails sweeping all false beliefs that are possible to believe, leaving him with foundational beliefs or the fundamental belief. The purpose of methodological skepticism was to show that all knowledge of the external world is open to doubt (Flage, 1999). He believes that if people gain scientific knowledge through the senses, then they could not know if anything outside their senses existed.  The rationale behind this argument was to find a basis for truth that was consistent with mathematical truths.  
In his meditation, Descartes tell himself, "I am here, sitting by the fire, holding this paper by my hand" (Flage, 1999). This assertion implies that it is impossible for an individual to doubt senses that comes within the senses. In other words, Descartes was proving that reliable truth can only come from our senses and not the external world. When Descartes invokes God and the malicious demon in his argument, he raises various doubts.  First, the malicious demon hypothesis raises the reason to doubt the existence of everything an individual believes in relation to the external world. Second, all the prior knowledge an individual had is undercut since the malicious demon has no control of thoughts.
In the second meditation, Descartes reconsiders the idea of total deception by the demon. He argues that even the malicious devil exists he will not have total control of his own senses. This argument leads to Descartes claim that "I am; I exist, must be true whenever I assert it or think of it" (Flage, 1999).Finally, in the wax experiment, Descartes concludes that a piece of wax can be extended, flexible, or changeable (Flage, 1999). This argument concludes that we know our minds than other external objects. However, according to the experiment, Descartes concluded that the minds are subject to criticism.
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